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CONNECTIONS 
 
Celebrating Our Eucharistic Partnership in the Eymardian Family 

“The Eucharistic life 
of Christians 
is ecclesial 

and communal. 
 

“Following 
the example of 

the first Christian 
community, 

our experience 
of communion 

is nourished  
by the word, 

by the “breaking 
of bread,” 
by prayer, 

and by listening to 
the teaching 

of the apostles. 
 

“By living with 
‘one heart and 

one soul,’ 
we witness 

to the presence 
of the risen Lord.” 

 

ROLA, 5 
 

Religious of the Province of Saint Ann will meet October 22-26 at Bethany Center in 
Lutz, Florida, for a Province Assembly. The essential purpose of the gathering is to reflect 
on important matters discussed at the General Chapter (cf. the July 10, 2017 Connections) 
and to prepare for the Provincial Chapter that will take place in October 2018. 
 
A little bit of history might be helpful. In the Congregation, Provinces meet every four 
years to evaluate their life and mission, choose leadership, and set goals and objectives 
for the coming years. In the past, only elected delegates and those in leadership attended 
the Chapter. About 30 years ago, Saint Ann’s Province moved to a “Chapter of the 
whole,” meaning all religious can attend. The Assembly is part of the Chapter process. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, October 25, the topic of the Aggregation will be taken up with 
some 30-plus Associates of the Blessed Sacrament present to take part in the conversa-
tion. That morning, representatives from the various local leadership boards of the Aggre-
gation across the Province will meet to discuss a range of topics, including: 
• What is an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament? What’s expected of an associate? by 

the Congregation? by one another? 
• How do we sustain our associates from year to year as the local branches grow? What 

kind of ongoing formation opportunities are available? What are the different groups 
of associates doing? 

• What do we do with “inactive” associates? What does “inactive” mean? 
• How effective is the Connections newsletter? Is it being read? Is it serving the pur-

pose for which it was started: to strengthen connections and facilitate a sharing of 
ideas and experiences? 

• Other topics. If you have something you would like us to consider, please contact 
your local board members. 

 
In the afternoon, 20 associates from Saint Vincent de Paul Church in Holiday will join us 
to participate in conversations with the religious. The agenda is: 
• A report from our Provincial Superior (Father Anthony Schueller, SSS) and myself 

on what happened at the Congregation’s 35th General Chapter in Chicago in relation 
to the Aggregation; 

• An “Emmaus Walk.” Religious and associates will pair off for a walk to exchange 
their thoughts on what it means to be a member of the “Eymardian Charismatic Fam-
ily” entrusted with living and witnessing to the Eucharistic mystery and the charism 
of the Congregation inspired by our Founder, Saint Peter Julian Eymard. (Note: An 
exchange like this has never happened in the six years of this new iteration of the Ag-
gregation;                                                                               Continued on reverse side 
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CONNECTIONS 

A Virtual Program to Form New Associates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since the inclusion of his feast in the universal calendar of the Catholic Church in 1995, Saint Peter Julian Eymard — 
like Saints Dominic, Francis, and Ignatius, to name a few — is truly a saint for the whole Church, not just for the reli-
gious congregations he founded or for those drawn to a Eucharistic life. Catholics throughout the world and across the 
United States, especially those with a deep love of the Eucharist, are reading and finding in his writings a spirituality that 
connects to their own beliefs and yearnings. 
 
Increasingly, these people are contacting us through the Province website and inquiring about becoming Associates of 
the Blessed Sacrament. This is particularly challenging when they live far from one of the Blessed Sacrament communi-
ties and parishes, and in light of the fact that our initial formation program for candidates is done in small groups and 
covers a year of preparation. 
 
This past year, I was contacted about the same time by a couple from Texas, a couple from Minnesota, and a married 
man from South Carolina. To make a long story short, they agreed to become a “virtual group” of candidates. Cameron 
set up a program on Google by which we meet in a face-to-face encounter on our computer screens monthly. 
 
Connie and John are retirees who attend Mass and adoration daily; they are very involved in the catechetical and social 
outreach ministries of their parish. Amber and Cameron are a young couple who met in ministry. They have two small 
children. They named their little boy Peter Julian. Michael and his wife have four children. Michael writes a weekly blog 
on the Eucharist. They are active in their parish and share a weekly adoration hour. In addition, Michael takes the 2:00 
a.m. prayer slot once a week. 
 
We will be covering Session VIII at the end of the month. The sharing is rich, their questions deep. Their commitment to 
a Eucharistic spirituality is edifying. 
 
Is this a wave of future formation programs? How do we sustain individuals or couples who do not live near a Blessed 
Sacrament community or parish? Tonight I talked by phone to a man living in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, who wants to 
take an online course to become an associate. One of the graces of our initial formation program is the interaction that 
takes place in the small groups of prospective associates. What do we do with individuals out there who need to go it 
alone? This is the good and challenging news we are facing in the CEE. Stay tuned for what happens next! 
                                                                                                                                                                                Jim Brown 

• The group will then process these exchanges in the context of looking at future directions for the Aggregation in the 
Province of Saint Ann; 

• An update on the Life in the Eucharist programs throughout the Province will be given and LITE’s relationship to 
the associates program. 

 
The afternoon will end with the celebration of the Eucharist and a festive dinner. 
                                                                                                                                                                                Jim Brown 


