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“Happy is the soul 
that knows how 

to find Jesus 
in the Eucharist, 
and the Eucharist 

in all things.” 
 

Saint Peter Julian Eymard 
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As indicated in the October 20 Connections, the religious of the Province of Saint Ann 
met October 22-26 at Bethany Center in Lutz, Florida, for a Province Assembly. The 
meeting started with a reflection offered by Brothers Gary LaVerdiere, SSS, and Michael 
Perez, SSS, on what it means to be a religious of the Blessed Sacrament. Their reflection 
was inspired by the Brothers Symposium they attended at the University of Notre Dame 
on Saturday, March 25. Though the presentation was focused on the vowed religious, it 
had implications for what it means for us as lay associates to respond to the call to be a 
member of the Eymardian Family and witness by our lives to a Eucharistic spirituality 
inspired by Saint Peter Julian Eymard. 
 
This morning of reflection set the stage for input and conversation on a range of topics 
including the challenges and directions that came out of the General Chapter held in Chi-
cago this past June, vocation efforts in the Province, new directions in initial and ongoing 
formation, finances, health care and wellness, and preparing for the upcoming 25th Pro-
vincial Chapter in October 2018. 
 
On Wednesday, October 25, 11 associates (including two by conference call) representing 
the Lay Associates Boards throughout the Province met with me to explore a number of 
topics, the agenda of which was spelled out in the last Connections. The minutes from 
this meeting have been mailed out and the representatives will share with the various 
branches the highlights of our deliberations. 
 
In the afternoon, some 20 associates from Saint Vincent de Paul Church in Holiday joined 
us for a conversation with the religious on the state of the associates program in the Prov-
ince. A highlight of the afternoon was an “Emmaus Walk,” whereby an associate and a 
religious paired up to share their personal stories and reflections on what it means to be a 
member of the Eymardian Family and live a life centered on the Eucharist. The feedback 
from this first-ever “ritual” was very positive.                                                     Jim Brown 



An Update on the Morning Meeting at the Province Assembly 

CONNECTIONS 

I want to note a number of points that were of significance from my vantage point as the Director of the Center for Eu-
charistic Evangelizing. I initially shared three ideas that came from the General Chapter: 
 
1. The Chapter heartily endorsed the growing family of lay associates across the Congregation. It was particularly ap-

preciative of the evolution of the Aggregation (Association) in the United States. The capitulars requested that we 
share our resources with the Congregation by putting our programs of initial and ongoing formation on the Genera-
late website which is currently in the process of being updated. 

2. In the Final Message from the General Chapter, the challenge was put forth that “the Eucharist leads us to experi-
ence community, prayer, and service. It is on these three pillars that all we are and project as an Eymardian Family is 
founded and becomes evident.” 

3. All branches of the Eymardian Family are called to “promote and protect” the charism of the Founder. The board 
members were in agreement that this idea needs further “unpacking” and conversation. 

 
As a result of my sharing some of the highlights of this Final Message, the group requested that I make the document 
available to them. If you are interested in reading the Final Message contact your board 
 
At this morning meeting, we also put in motion the idea of having more meetings of board members including face-to-
face conversations, i.e., virtual meetings via Google Hangout, and an annual in-person meeting. 
 
Next year is the 150th anniversary of the passing of Saint Peter Julian Eymard. He died in his birthplace, La Mure 
d’Isère, France, on August 1, 1868. 
 
Future plans: 
1. A daily online reflection on Eucharistic spirituality, based on the Scripture texts for Mass and Father Eymard. 
2. A new ongoing formation program on the Rule of Life for Associates. 
 
Note: The Associates Board at Saint Paschal Baylon Church, Cleveland, has a new program based on the Counsels for 
Spiritual Life. 
 
We discussed the challenge of “inactive” associates.  Two key ideas flowed from this conversation: 
 
1. There was an enthusiastic response to a process that the Associates Board at Saint Paschal Baylon recently devel-

oped for its new group of associates and for the annual Promise renewal of current associates. It involves a process 
to reflect on what it means to be an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament in the present moment; 

2. Focus on the present and the future in terms of exploring different levels of expressing or living out the vocational 
call to be an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament, including some creative brainstorming of ways people who are 
“homebound” can participate in associate meetings and events. 

 
There was much enthusiasm for continuing to publish the Connections newsletter. It is a great way to stay connected 
across the Province and to find out what the different groups of associates are doing.                                         Jim Brown 

 
 

“The same spirituality and same ideal unites 
consecrated and lay members of the 

Blessed Sacrament Congregation as one spiritual family.” 
 

Rule of Life for Associates, 22 



November 2017: An Amazing Month to Celebrate the Aggregation’s Anniversary 

CONNECTIONS 

As you may have seen, Father Anthony Schueller, SSS, Provincial Superior, sent out an email last week reminding us 
that on November 17, 1859 ― 158 years ago ― Father Eymard founded the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament. 
How happy he would be to have hung out in the Province of Saint Ann during this month! 
 
Cleveland, Ohio 
On November 4, eleven new associates were welcomed at the Vigil Mass at Saint Paschal Baylon Church. Earlier in the 
day, they joined 30 current associates for their annual half-day of reflection led by Father Schueller. They also renewed 
their Promise at the same Mass. 
 
Winter Springs, Florida 
Some 40 members of Life in the Eucharist teams, many of whom are Associates of the Blessed Sacrament at Saint 
Stephen’s Church, unveiled a new Eucharistic parish program entitled “Journey Through the Mass.” One hundred-plus 
parishioners attended the Friday-night-and-all-day-Saturday program. Using the LITE adult faith formation principles, 
Father George Dunne, SSS, and Associate Joe Pankowiecki led the group of presenters in a creative exploration of the 
six key elements of the Mass. The evaluations were overwhelming positive. It was a grace to observe and to participate. 
 
Norwalk, Connecticut 
Twelve new Associates made their Promise commitment at Saint Philip’s Church on Saturday, November 18, at the 
Vigil Mass. Father Michael Boccaccio, himself an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament and the Director of the Aggrega-
tion in the Diocese of Bridgeport, celebrated the Mass. Father Schueller concelebrated and preached. Of historical note 
for the Province of Saint Ann is the fact that twelve of the new associates are predominantly Spanish-speaking. Their 
formation program was developed and led in Spanish by Associate Ana Camacho. 
 
Holiday, Florida 
On Saturday, November 18, Gloria Jung and Father Bill Fickel, SSS, led the associates at Saint Vincent de Paul Church 
in a morning of reflection, including the renewal Promise of the associates in attendance. During the retreat, Dawn Kelly
-Long was received as an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament. On Saturday, December 9, eight additional people will 
make their Promise commitment at the Vigil Mass and be received as Associates of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
New York, New York 
And on Sunday, November 19, twelve new associates were received at Saint Jean Baptiste Church by Father Anthony 
Schueller, SSS, at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. He was joined by the religious of the New York Community, including Father 
John Kamas, SSS, the pastor, who led the yearlong formation program. A luncheon in the community dining room fol-
lowed the Mass. 

 
What a month! 

“May God Be Praised!” 
 

Jim Brown 
 
 

 
 


