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Celebra ng Our Eucharis c Partnership in the Eymardian Family 

 
 

A Blessed 
Easter! 

 
 

 
 
 

“New life is born 
from his death, 

from the gift 
that Christ makes 

of his very self. 
 

“The Eucharist places us 
ever more deeply 

into this dynamism of 
death-life. 

This is what we call 
the transforming power 

of the Eucharist.” 
 

Fiorenzo Salvi, SSS, 
quoted in the 

Final Message of the 
2017 General Chapter 
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Congregation of the 
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FROM LAST SUPPER TO SUPPER OF THE LAMB 
 
At sunset on Holy Thursday, we enter into the shortest season of the Church’s liturgical 
year, with the close of Lent and the start of the Sacred Triduum. The Latin word triduum 
means “three days,” but Church leaders and liturgists are quick to remind us that “though 
chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding for us the unity of 
Christ's paschal mystery” (USCCB). 
 
The Triduum is the holiest time of the entire year. During it, we commemorate the death 
and resurrection of the Lord, welcome new members into the Church through the rites of 
initiation, and complete our 40-day Lenten journey of conversion and renewal. 
 
As a student in our high school seminary in Waupaca, Wisconsin, many decades ago, I 
remember being absolutely enthralled by the liturgies of the Triduum. They were power-
ful and uplifting; and there is such a range of emotion and spirituality these days evoke: 
the quiet solemnity of Holy Thursday, as we recall the Last Supper and the institution of 
the Eucharist; the somberness of Good Friday; and, finally, the exhilaration and joy of the 
Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. This has grown over the years.  
 
The Triduum is our Passover feast. The mystery at its heart is the “passing over” of Jesus 
Christ through his sacrifice on Calvary and the new covenant in his blood. The Evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday transports us back to the Upper Room and 
the final meal Jesus shared with his followers before he died.             Continued on page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A DAILY EUCHARISTIC REFLECTION 

 
In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the death of Saint Peter Julian Eymard 
(August 1, 1868), a team of religious and lay associates is providing a Daily Eucharistic 
Reflection on the Scriptures of the Mass and Father Eymard. These are automatically  
delivered to the email inboxes of subscribers each day. If you as a recipient of this news-
letter are not receiving the daily reflection, please email us at cee@blessedsacrament.com. 
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There is an air of profound remembrance in this liturgy; the words and actions of Jesus resonate in our minds and hearts. 
We hear him speak of his approaching death, and then he identifies his ultimate act of love and self-giving with the bread 
and cup shared in memory of him until he comes. 
 
We feel his love, too, in the reenactment of the mandatum, the humble act of washing the feet of his disciples, and his 
command: “If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. I have 
given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do” (Jn 13:14-15). 
 
The Holy Thursday liturgy concludes with a period of adoration and public prayer in the presence of the Eucharistic 
bread that will be received in Holy Communion on Good Friday. This time of “keeping watch with the Lord” is especial-
ly appropriate to reading and pondering Jesus’ Final Discourses in John, Chapters 14-17. It ends at midnight as the day 
of the Lord’s Passion begins. 
 
Good Friday is the only day on which Mass is not celebrated. Instead, the Church meditates on the sufferings of the Sav-
ior, recalls her origins in the blood and water that flowed from his side, venerates the cross, and prays for the needs of 
the world. The Good Friday liturgy closes with a simple Communion Rite and silence. 
 
On Holy Saturday evening, as darkness descends, the Church gathers for the Easter Vigil, the “mother of all vigils.” In 
an ancient sermon, Saint Augustine comments: “On this holy night, the Church keeps watch, celebrating the resurrection 
of Christ in the sacraments and awaiting his return in glory. It is the turning point of the Triduum, the Passover of the 
new covenant, which marks Christ’s passage from death to life.” 
 
The celebration of the Eucharist following the baptism and confirmation of the newly-initiated is a joyous affirmation of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, both in his coming forth from the tomb and in the deepening of his life and presence in 
the members of his body, the Church. One day, the Lamb once slain but now raised from the dead, will gather his 
Church into the heavenly banquet. Until that day, we are sustained by the Eucharist.                Fr. Anthony Schueller, SSS  

                              ENRICHMENT AT CORPUS CHRISTI, HOUSTON 
 
This past month, the Associates Board at Corpus Christi Church in Houston, Texas, initiated 
a new ongoing formation program for the associates and parishioners: the 18-month version 
of A Course of Study on Saint Peter Julian Eymard that was developed by the Associates 
Board at Saint Paschal Baylon Church in Cleveland, Ohio. The original six-session program 
was developed by Saint Vincent de Paul Church, Holiday, Florida, associates Ethel and  
Tony Lapitan. 
 
Patty Pizzitola, longtime Associate of the Blessed Sacrament and Life in the Eucharist team 
member, volunteered to head up  this initiative. The first session on February 22 was facili-
tated by Tammy Arnold and Laura Edstrom, co-leaders of the local Associates Board. A 
good crowd of 40 people participated.                                                                     Jim Brown                       
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LENTEN PROGRAM AT OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, MACEDONIA 
 

The Life in the Eucharist team at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Macedonia, Ohio, presented a Holy Hour in the pres-
ence of the Blessed Sacrament on four Wednesdays during Lent after the 6:30 p.m. Mass. They used the “Holy Hour 
with Saint Peter Julian Eymard” booklets published by Emmanuel Publishing: Bread from Heaven written by Eugene 
LaVerdiere, SSS, Believe in Love by Catherine Marie Caron, SSS, The Hope of the Ages by Anthony Schueller, SSS, and 
One Bread, One Body by Ernest Falardeau, SSS. The team purchased the booklets and provided them to the parish com-
munity as a guide for responding and reflection during the prayer time. At each Holy Hour, a team member presented a 
meditation or a witness based on the topic of the evening. Father Kevin Shemuga, the pastor, Father Tony, and the parish 
deacons presided at the Masses and Holy Hours. 

Louise Borgione 
Associate of the Blessed Sacrament 

 
 

A SPECIAL PROJECT AT SAINT PHILIP, NORWALK 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About 100 families from the Norwalk, Connecticut, area visit our Food Pantry each Friday morning. This is a ministry of 
social outreach that not only serves families in the area but also families from our own parish. Our major drives occur at 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. Most of the people we serve are single older adults, homeless men and women, the 
temporarily or permanently unemployed. The majority are families with young children. These families are struggling   
to maintain stability and unity in desperate situations. 
 
When the Associates of the Blessed Sacrament here at Saint Philip Church were discussing a possible project with the 
Pantry, I suggested a “Kiddie Corner.” While moms, dads, and grand-moms are busy picking up groceries, bread, baked 
goods, and clothing, the little ones can have a snack, read a book, play with some toys, and then bring all the treasures 
home! It is a joy to see their smiles and hear their words of “thanks!” 
 
We have worked hard to make this space a cheerful and attractive area, especially given the difficult situations these 
families are facing. Many of our associates, along with members of our church community, keep the “Kiddie Corner” 
stocked with snacks, juice boxes, age-appropriate books ― both in English and Spanish ― and toys. 
 
On Saturday, March 3, a team made up of Father Anthony Schueller, SSS, Mary Muehle, and Jim Brown traveled from 
Ohio (in spite of the Nor’easter that hit us that Friday) to present a Life in the Eucharist program as the basis for a mini-
retreat for about 40 associates and parishioners. This was part of our Parish Mission, Our Lenten Journey with the Eu-
charist. (The team carried over the Eucharistic themes to mission sessions on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday evenings.) 
Before the mini-retreat began, Father Tony blessed our special corner for the children, which includes an original icon  
of Saint Peter Julian Eymard by one of our Guild Artists. This blessing and the retreat made for a very special day for us. 

Betty Hunter 
Associate of the Blessed Sacrament 


