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Celebra ng Our Eucharis c Partnership in the Eymardian Family 

 

“We welcome 
Christ’s command 

to the apostles, 
and like them 
we proclaim 

the Gospel and 
give witness to it 

with our lives. 
We invite all people 
to that communion 

with God 
which we celebrate 

in the Eucharist. 
We collaborate 

with men 
and women 
of good will 

towards the building 
of a world 
of justice 

and solidarity.” 
 

Rule of Life, 12 
 
 

 
 

CENTER FOR 
EUCHARISTIC EVANGELZING 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 
 

A Ministry of the 
Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the lead up to the 25th Provincial Chapter of the Province of Saint Ann, held October 
22-26, 2018, at Bethany Center in Lutz, Florida, Provincial leadership made a decision to 
include in the agenda an opportunity to have a dialogue between the religious and the As-
sociates of the Blessed Sacrament. The conversation took place on Friday afternoon, Oc-
tober 26. 
 
Approximately 30 associates from Houston, Holiday, and Orlando joined us. Another  
half-dozen from Cleveland and Houston took part in a portion of the meeting via Google 
Hangout. 
 
The primary focus of the exchange was the identity of an associate: Who is an associate 
today? What do the religious expect of an associate? What do associates expect of each 
other? What do associates expect of the religious? 
 
On the first day of the Chapter, General Consultor Father Joseph Binh, SSS, read a letter 
from the General Superior, Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins, SSS, in which he said in 
part: “One of the signs of resurrection (in our Congregation) is the rich experience of 
sharing the charism and mission with lay members of the Aggregation. We embrace the 
fecundity of our Eymardian Eucharistic Family. In this family we rediscover the proper 
and mature way to incarnate the Gift of Self through a Eucharistic spirituality.” 
 
On that same day, Father Anthony Schueller, SSS, Provincial Superior, said in his “State 
of the Province” report: “I am fully convinced that among God’s greatest gifts to us at this 
juncture in our history is a deepening relationship with the dedicated community of Asso-
ciates of the Blessed Sacrament. They are talented, committed, and energetic. Their prep-
aration is solid, due to an ever-evolving program of initial and ongoing formation.” 
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He concluded, “All they ask is our encouragement and our trust in welcoming them as partners in the ministry of Eucha-
ristic evangelizing.” 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EXCHANGE  
From the religious: 
 
 • I see such conviction carried out in the market place. 

 • What strikes me is how much more they want to know about Saint Peter Julian. It makes them who they are. 
 • They are so on fire for the Eucharist. 
 • They are ready to go: from adorers to action-oriented ministers. 
 • It’s so clear that for them it is a vocation, a Eucharistic vocation. 
 • They are part of our family. 
 • Such a strong group, on fire as Father Eymard hoped. 
 • For me they are my community. 
 • I’m impressed with all the ongoing formation programs out there that are being utilized. 

 
From the associates: 
 

 • The Rule of Life for Associates; it’s all there! 
 • What we seek is relationships with the religious of the Congregation. 
 • The Rule of Life for Associates tells us who we are and what is expected of us. 
 • We are evolving, growing in our Eucharistic vocation; there clearly are bumps on the road, growing pains. 
 • I would like to see us reach out to our youth and young adults with this Eucharistic charism. 
 • For those of us who have been associated with the Congregation for decades, it is so clear who we are. 
 • Not sure the religious know who we are and what our purpose is. 
 • We need to continue this kind of dialogue locally, especially as more people join our ranks. 
 • We appreciate and look for more presence at out programs and events. 
 • I would like to see a mega-gathering of people focused on the theme of Eucharist. 
 • We do want to know more about Saint Peter Julian Eymard. 
 • We want more opportunities like this to be with fellow associates from around the Province. 
 • We are excited that there is a new book by Father Norman Pelletier, A Brief History of the Congregation. 

 
The afternoon concluded with Mass, a social, and dinner. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On a personal note: 
From the perspective of directing the Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing for four years now, five things are clear to me: 
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1. The Associates of the Blessed Sacrament are seen by the leadership of the Congregation and the religious themselves 
as an appreciated gift to the Congregation. 

2. This new iteration of the Aggregation, about six years old now, is an evolving reality, facing all the natural joys and 
pains of a growing organism. 

3. Surely people who have been associated with the Congregation know who they are as associates. However, people 
are choosing to join the Eymardian Family who do not belong to Blessed Sacrament parishes or are new to one of 
our parishes and do not know the charism, do not know Saint Peter Julian Eymard, and are not clear on what it 
means to make a commitment to be an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament. 

4. The Superior General, Father Eugênio, talks about the importance of “community, prayer, and service that flows 
from the Eucharist” being at the heart of the charism of the Congregation founded by Father Eymard. We need to 
continue a dialogue on what the aspect of “community” means for each local branch of the associates. 

5. More needs to be done mining the richness of the Rule of Life for Associates. (Clearly, the religious continue to 
study and reflect on their own Rule of Life.)  

 
Note: We were informed that Father José Antonio Rivera Ruiz, SSS, Consultor General from Spain, is writing a com-
mentary on the ROLA. 
 

Jim Brown 
Director 

Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing 
 
 

A HISTORICAL NOTE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a new book by Father Norman Pelletier, SSS, In God’s Time: A Brief History of the Congregation of the Blessed Sac-
rament after the Death of Saint Peter Julian Eymard (1868-2018), he writes about a time in 1877 when: 
 
“Marseille could boast of 6,600 members in the Aggregation who committed themselves to an hour of adoration per 
month, choosing themselves the hour, the day, and the church. Those regularly committed to a specific time were identi-
fied as the Guard of Honor. (They) would assist at a Mass with Communion and hymns. Twice a week there would be 
nocturnal adoration for the men. At 10:00 p.m. there would be Evening Prayer. At 5:00 a.m. there would be Morning 
Prayer and Mass. These nocturnal adorers numbered 120 members. 
 
“In Angers, the Aggregation also flourished. It had 7,000 members, but the Guard of Honor only met on Sundays, Tues-
days, and Thursdays. 
 
“In Paris, every First Friday of the month, from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. two or three men at a time assured adoration in 
the chapel. A Ladies’ Group was also soon in operation” (66-67). 
 

Jim Brown 


