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Celebra ng Our Eucharis c Partnership in the Eymardian Family 

 

“The holy season 
of Advent is coming. 

Let us enter into 
the spirit 

of the holy Church; 
a spirit of penance, 

of prayer, 
of longing for Jesus, 

in order that 
he may be born 
in our souls by 

his love and virtues. 
Let us join 

with the Virgin 
and long to see her 

divine Son; 
to see him 

and give him 
to the world.” 

 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard 

in a retreat given to the 
Servants of the 

Blessed Sacrament 
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We have been thinking about an appropriate way to commemorate in the coming year the 
anniversary of the canonical approval of the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament 
founded by Saint Peter Julian Eymard that took place on November 17, 1859 (cf. the 
“Historical Note” in this newsletter). 
 
With the approval of the Provincial and the Council, and in the hope of involving as many 
associates across the Province as possible, we are going to focus on regional gatherings of 
associates: New York-Connecticut, Holiday-Orlando, Houston-San Antonio, and Cleve-
land. 
 
Father George Dunne, SSS, will be the principal presenter, accompanied by a team of 
associates in offering a multi-day retreat. The focus and details of the retreat will be de-
signed by an ad hoc committee. The timing and practical aspects will be worked out by 
the leadership of each region. 
 
At this point we know that the Cleveland regional gathering will take place the weekend 
of August 2-4, 2019. It is our hope that the timing will accomplish two goals: 
 
• Joyously celebrating a feast (anniversary) specific to our Association (cf. Rule of Life 

for Associates, 10); 
• Accommodating what works best calendar-wise for the local situation. 
 
As plans are developed, your local leadership will apprise you of what is being planned in 
your region. We will make periodic announcements in the Connections newsletter as 
well. 

Jim Brown 
Director 

Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing 



November Celebrations 

CONNECTIONS 

Given the significance of the November 17 date, local branches have often chosen November to plan promise renewal 
retreats or schedule the initial formation program for prospective associates in such a way as to celebrate the Promise 
Ceremony during the month of November. The following events took place during this month. 
 
 

ASSOCIATES AT SAINT JEAN BAPTISTE 
The Associates of the Blessed Sacrament at Saint Jean Baptiste Church in New York City, under the leadership of Father 
John Kamas, SSS, met November 27, nearly a year from the time (November 19, 2017) they made their Promise Com-
mitment. As part of the gathering, they renewed their commitment as associates using the formula below. They normally 
meet at the same time a new group of prospective associates meets to participate in their initial formation. 
 

Promise Renewal  
for Associates of the Blessed Sacrament 

Rule of Life for Associates 
 

God of all holiness, you awakened in Saint Peter Julian Eymard                               
a profound love for the Eucharist,                                                                                

in which Christ, your Son, offers himself for the life of the world. 
Consumed by this love, Saint Peter Julian 

spent his life proclaiming it to his contemporaries. 
 

I wish to live my baptismal consecration                                              
according to the charism of Saint Peter Julian Eymard,                                        

and I want to place at the center of my life the paschal mystery, 
to contemplate it in prayer and to share with people                                            

the life flowing from it. 
 

To this purpose, I (Name)                                                                    
express freely my desire to renew my Promise                                               

as an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament,                                                               
and be inspired by the Rule of Life for Associates. 

Placing my trust in Mary, Our Lady of the Cenacle,                                              
I pledge to help bring justice and love to our world, 

so that Christ’s kingdom may come 
and God’s glory may be revealed. 

 
 

ASSOCIATES AT SAINT PASCHAL BAYLON 
Associates of the Blessed Sacrament at Saint Paschal Baylon Church met at the Provincialate in Cleveland for an after-
noon of reflection on Saturday, November 10, followed by the Promise Renewal at the 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass. Here is a 
reflection on the event from Mary Muehle, Co-chair of the local Board: 
 
“When asked to use only one word to describe the Eucharist, the 28 associates present for the Saint Paschal Baylon asso-
ciates’ annual retreat each came up with a different word. Among the words spoken were: nourishment, love, faithful-
ness, food, hope, gift, presence, redemption, and many more. One associate opined: ‘It’s a gift exchange. Jesus gives the 
gift of himself. Each of us gives back the gift of our self.’ 
 
“Thus began our afternoon of reflection on Eucharistic spirituality in the life of an associate. Father Anthony Schueller, 
SSS, led the group in a beautiful reflection on the Eucharist in our lives. His talk was both challenging and inspiring.  
We then took an Emmaus walk with an associate we did not know, reflecting on the meaning of Eucharistic spirituality 
in our own lives. After the initial sharing, each pair joined another pair to share their reflections.”  

 
Continued on the next page 



November Celebrations  (Continued) 

CONNECTIONS 

“Following a holy hour in which we reflected on Scripture, the Rule of Life, and the words of Saint Peter Julian Eymard, 
we renewed our Promise at the Vigil Mass. 
   
“Beginning with physical nourishment at our luncheon in the religious community dining room and ending with spiritual 
nourishment at the Mass after an afternoon of reflection and prayer has made these annual retreats an essential part of 
our individual as well as communal growth in seeking to deepen our lives in the Eymardian charism and family.” 
 

Mary Muehle 
 
 

ASSOCIATES AT SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 
Associates of the Blessed Sacrament in Holiday, Florida, met the morning of Saturday, November 17. Here is a reflec-
tion on the experience written by associate Anita McMahon: 
 
“Our associates here at Saint Vincent de Paul Church gathered on November 17 for a morning of prayer in preparation 
for the renewal of our Commitment Promise. The day began with Morning Prayer, the celebration of Mass, followed by 
a Eucharistic holy hour led by Father Bill Fickel, SSS. We then broke for the sharing of a potluck brunch and small 
group conversation based on questions discussed at the recent Provincial Chapter in Lutz, Florida. 
 
“The day, focused on Saint Peter Julian’s “Gift of Self,” continues to resonate in my prayer. I keep going back to the 
opening words of the holy hour: ‘Living the gift of self is the fruit of the Eucharist. It comes from our relationship with 
Christ and expresses the Spirit that transforms us into the body and blood of Christ.’ The hearing of these words brought 
a gift of incarnational awareness, the transformation into God, his presence in me . . . the gift of becoming more and 
more Christ-like in my service to others through the action of surrender to God in the day-to-day events of my life.” 
 

Anita McMahon 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSOCIATES AT SAINT STEPHEN 
“We are doing a one-day retreat at the Bethany Center in Lutz, Florida, on Saturday, December 1, with Father George 
Dunne, SSS, leading the retreat. Our retreat will include Life in the Eucharist team members and current associates from 
Saint Stephen Catholic Community in Winter Springs. 
  
“This promises to be a spirit-filled day for all who participate. The focus is on the Eucharist and Saint Peter Julian Ey-
mard. The day will include prayer, reflection, Stations of the Cross around the lake, and breakout sessions. We will close 
with a private Mass in Saint James Chapel celebrated by Father George at 4:00 p.m. 
 
“We have chartered a motor coach for the group, leaving our parish at 7:00 a.m. so we are at the Bethany Center at 9:30 
to begin the retreat.” 
 

Diana McGinty 



Other Items . . . 

CONNECTIONS 

 
A HISTORICAL NOTE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“On November 9, 1859, Father Eymard established a new religious community in Marseilles, France. For eight days he 
preached a Eucharistic retreat for the lay faithful, teaching them the spirit and practice of adoration. On the last day of 
the octave (November 17), Bishop Eugene de Mazenod canonically approved the Aggregation of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
“Bishop Mazenod, who had been trying to organize perpetual adoration in his diocese, came to realize that only an Insti-
tute of religious dedicated to the Eucharist could accomplish his own dream. In a short time, members of the Aggrega-
tion there numbered in the hundreds. By the end of 1861, nearly three thousand had been inscribed.” 
 
(From “The Work ‘Radiated Throughout Marseilles,’” in Peter Julian Eymard: Apostle of the Eucharist by Eymard his-
torian Father André Guitton, SSS, page 166.) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAILY EUCHARISTIC REFLECTION 
 

We recently became aware that at least 45 people on our email list for the 
Daily Eucharistic Reflection have been taken off the list. Constant Con-
tact, the company we use for this service, claims that there is a problem 
with the email addresses of those removed from the list. We are attempting 
to rectify this problem. 
 
If you have stopped receiving the Daily Eucharistic Reflection and wish to 
continue receiving it, please notify us at cee@blessedsacrament.com. 
 
There are also a couple things that you can do yourself. First, use a person-
al email address rather than a work email. Many businesses prohibit group 
emails on business accounts. 
 
Second, add cee@blessedsacrament.com to your Address Book to prevent 
the Daily Eucharist Reflection email from going into your spam folder. 
 
The Daily Eucharistic Reflection is now available on the Province website: 
blessedsacrament.com. Note: We plan to continue with the DER in 2019. 
We thank our contributors and our faithful readers. 


