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Celebra ng Our Eucharis c Partnership in the Eymardian Family 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“The Eucharist 
shapes our lives 
as individuals, 

as family members, 
and as members 

of society. 
 

“We endeavor 
to understand 
every reality 
in the light 

of this sacrament 
and we contribute 

to a Christian vision 
of our 

global reality” 
 

Rule of Life for Associates, 6 
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Saint Peter Julian Eymard 

Birth and Baptism ― February 4-5, 1811 
 

New Associates Board Members 
We are happy to announce the discernment of new Associates Board members at two of 
our associates’ branches. 
 
We welcome Greg Dufour, Veronica Hollingsworth, and Jim Ziegler to the board at Cor-
pus Christi Church in Houston, Texas. They join current board members Tammy Arnold 
and Laura Edstrom, who over time will rotate off the board. 
 
And we welcome Chris Hart, Britanny Immormino, Joe McCormack, and Joe Zentner to 
the board at St. Paschal Baylon Church in Highland Heights, Ohio. They join current 
board members Dan Lewis, Mary Muehle, and Kay Vincent. We thank Christine Ander-
son and Susan Work for their three years of service as they rotate off the board. 
 
Congratulations to these new board members. “May God Be Praised!” 
 
The rest of this issue of Connections is devoted to two retreats that occurred over the last 
months, as well as a special event at Saint Stephen Church in Winter Springs, Florida. 
 

Jim Brown 
Director 

Center for Eucharistic Evangelizing 



Going Home on the Road to Emmaus (or the Road to Saint Jean Baptiste!) 
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It’s been over four years in the making, but seven Associates of the Blessed Sacrament at Saint Philip Church in Nor-
walk, Connecticut, and our associates in formation piled into two cars (with number eight hopping the train down to 
New York City) to gather at the place of my formation, Saint Jean Baptiste Church. I’ve longed for the time when my 
Saint Philip family could experience the beauty, joy, and awe I experienced with the priests, brothers, and lay members 
of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament. You see, Saint Philip in Norwalk is a diocesan parish, not a Congregation 
of the Blessed Sacrament parish, and did not share the rich history of Saint Peter Julian Eymard.  
 
It was such a beautiful day! The welcome, hospitality, and faith-sharing made for a powerful and grace-filled day. 
 
As the day progressed, I was so warmed to see my Saint Philip brothers and sisters grow in relationship and love with 
my Saint Jean Baptiste family. Ana Camacho, the leader of our Spanish-speaking associates and Cecilia Grazia, an asso-
ciate in formation, were welcomed by a few Spanish-speaking members of Saint Jean’s. I watched in wonder and awe as 
Dollka and David Morico, both artists and associates in formation at Saint Philip’s, toured the church which is filled with 
amazing art and artifacts from Saint Peter Julian’s time period. Seeing Father John Kames, SSS, and Father Bernard 
Camiré, SSS, share the history of these many pieces with Dave and Dollka made a beautiful canvas to paint in my mind! 
 
Our Eymardian experience was deeply enhanced by our day of retreat, and we all became closer to Jesus that day. Praise 
God! “Were not our hearts burning within us!” YES, they were! 

Dan Krenicki 
 

Here is how a number of my fellow associates at Saint Philip expressed their experience:  
 
“It had been a very long time since my last retreat, probably close to 50 years when I was in high school. The most im-
portant feeling I experienced was a sense of community and inner peace, both at adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
at the Mass we celebrated. The sense of a common bond, the love of Jesus in the Eucharist, was the golden thread that 
wove our day together. Hearing about our faith experiences in our small-group discussions and witnessing the testimo-
nies of the members of our small group solidified the bond among us. I am grateful for this blessed experience and for 
Father John Kamas leading us in our journey as Associates of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
“Most of us weren’t really sure what to expect for the day. To me, it was a little like children awaiting the surprises un-
der the tree on Christmas morning. Our excitement blossomed like a beautiful flower blooming in springtime!” 

Susan Ramsey 
 
“I made an assumption that our discussion would be on the life of Saint Peter Julian Eymard. We began, however, with 
readings on the burial of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus, and the road to Emmaus stories. Then Father Kamas clarified 
the relationship of each story. This was tremendously helpful for me to begin to understand/learn how Saint Peter Julian 
contemplated the Eucharist. Through our group discussion and Father Kamas’ guidance, I got a greater understanding 
and feeling of excitement on this way of thinking about the Eucharist. Thank you, Father Kamas!  I look forward to our 
continuing this renewed thought process with my fellow associates at Saint Philip’s!!!” 

Brent Fitteron 
 

Continued on next page 



Going Home on the Road to Emmaus (or the Road to Saint Jean Baptiste!) 

CONNECTIONS 

“January 5, 2019, was the most BEAUTIFUL rainy, dismal day I can ever remember. The beauty of the Saint Jean Bap-
tiste Church and complex, combined with the beauty of the people I spent the day with was more than enough to over-
come the wet, raw weather supplied by Mother Nature.   
 
“The beauty of the church with its amazing artwork and shrines that seemed to pop up no matter which direction you 
turn is simply breathtaking. That beauty specifically became very spiritual for me when we gathered and prayed in the 
church during the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. I have experienced that type of feeling only three other times that 
I can recall. But what really stole the show that day, for which I think Saint Peter Julian Eymard would have been most 
proud, was the love and the people. There was instantly a very warm and open connection that occurred between our two 
groups, which greatly enriched our day of prayer, reflection, and fellowship, and was made even greater by the incredi-
ble leadership of Father John who brought us along that day like a true shepherd.” 
 
“I thank everyone who made the day so special, but especially Father John, Dan, and Clare for all they did to make the 
day so unforgettable.” 

Paul Sullivan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A one-day retreat titled Living a Liturgical Spirituality was presented by Father George Dunne, SSS, on Saturday, De-
cember 1, at Bethany Center in Lutz, Florida, for the Associates of the Blessed Sacrament and the Life in the Eucharist 
team members from Saint Stephen Church, Winter Springs. The retreat celebrated the ending and the beginning of the 
Church year.  
 
The group of 24 adults traveled by chartered motor coach from Saint Stephen early Saturday morning to the retreat cen-
ter managed by the Diocese of Saint Petersburg. The center offers a peaceful setting for spiritual renewal and reflection 
on 200-plus acres of natural beauty.  
 
Our retreat began with Morning Prayer in the Center’s chapel with a view of the mid-morning sun shining through the 
large windows overlooking a calm lake. Father George gave a teaching from 1 Thessalonians 3:12, and each participant 
was invited to reflect on that verse during an hour of adoration. After lunch, participants had free time for personal re-
flection before praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, led by Riley Arnemann. The afternoon included praying the Sta-
tions of the Cross around the shore of the lake, with a few sprinkles from above to remind us of the tears of Mary as she 
watched her Son suffer. 
 
Father George presented a discussion on the retreat theme, reminding us that we always enter God’s time during the lit-
urgy; that we are connected to the Communion of Saints during every celebration of the Mass. The entrance rite gathers 
us together as a community, and at the dismissal rite we are sent out as missionary disciples. Hector and Miriam Suarez 
shared their thoughts on the day: “The retreat gave us a chance to escape our hectic reality and find peace and silence. In 
such serene surroundings, our focus returned to the gift of God’s love and the beauty of his creation.”   

Diana McGinty 

Living a Liturgical Spirituality 



A Joint Retreat at Saint Jean Baptiste Church 
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On Saturday, January 5, 2019, Associates of the Blessed Sacrament from Saint Philip Church in Norwalk, Connecticut, 
and Saint Jean Baptiste Church in New York City gathered in fellowship. Father John Kamas, SSS, conducted the re-
treat. What follows is a number of accounts of the experience. 
 
“Our journey began with bagels, date nut bread, coffee, tea, and bottled water. We connected quickly, understanding our 
purpose, Saint Peter Julian Eymard, the Apostle of the Eucharist.  Our themes were a rare glimpse into “The Burial of 
Jesus,” “The Resurrection of Jesus,” and “The Appearance on the Road to Emmaus.” 
 
In addition to presentations by Father Kamas, the day included discussion, adoration, and concluded with Mass. 
 
Time in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament was focused on a question posed by Father Kamas: What do you imagine 
Cleopas and his friend discussed traveling back to Jerusalem upon realizing that Jesus had been in their midst that day? 
 
This was a powerful tool for interior growth and inner reflection while recognizing in our daily walk how we focus on so 
many topics while spending less time listening to God.   
 
After further discussion, we enjoyed lunch and continued fellowship with the associates from Saint Philip’s. Many opin-
ions were shared as Father John gave everyone an opportunity to speak from personal experiences, while remaining fo-
cused on our assignment. 
 
Fathers Bernard Camiré, SSS, and Ernest Falardeau, SSS,  joined in our discussions at various times during the day, as 
well as for lunch. 
 
A wine and cheese gathering closed the day with continued sharing.  
 
Later, Jean Allegro shared this with me, “The day offered us a chance to speak with and enjoy members of both groups 
and especially an opportunity to get to know the associates from Connecticut and to share our exploration of the meaning 
of the trip to Emmaus.” 
 

Margaret Clare Norton 
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The Associates of the Blessed Sacrament at Saint Stephen Church in Winter Springs, Florida, held an “It’s a Wrap” wine 
and cheese Christmas gathering for current associates and 30 candidates who are in their year-long formation and dis-
cernment to become associates in 2019.   
 
The purpose of the gathering was to collect and wrap gifts for the homeless veterans, men and women who temporarily 
reside at the Pathways to Care Respite Care Center (PTC). The center is managed by Catholic Charities of Central Flori-
da, and was founded by Saint Stephen’s Pastor, Monsignor John Bluett, over 15 years ago. Thirty associates and for-
mation candidates who were in attendance brought and wrapped over 200 needed gifts and approximately $1,000 in 
McDonald’s and WAWA gift cards. Several members, who were unable to attend, donated items before the gathering so 
their gifts could be wrapped and included in the delivery.   
 
Associate Zeynep Portway suggested the idea to Associate Board members Diana McGinty, Kathy Ford, and Director 
Father George Dunne, SSS, in early November. Zeynep handled all communication with the leadership team at PTC; 
gathering a list of needed items, including sizes for the residents which was shared with everyone in advance. The list 
included necessities such as sweatshirts, pajama bottoms, slippers, blankets, haircut vouchers, and gift cards for fast-food 
restaurants and stores within walking distance of PTC. 
 
Rosalie Beckman, formation candidate, expressed her thoughts about the evening. “We are supposed to be Eucharist for 
each other and for others, especially those in need. Participating in this program and giving to the people of Pathways to 
Care has not only touched my heart in gratitude for being able to participate, but also deepens my desire to do more.” 
 
The evening included Christmas music, appetizers and beverages, a little dancing and singing to everyone’s favorite 
songs, with lots and lots of wrapping! The event began with a prayer by Father George and closed with a group photo of 
everyone with all the wrapped gifts. Upon arrival with her vehicle filled to the ceiling, Zeynep was welcomed by a few 
residents and Dawn Zinger, the Director of Pathways to Care, to help unload the much needed items.  

Diana McGinty 
 
 

A HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
On January 25, 1865, Father Peter Julian Eymard began what became known at the “Great Retreat” in Rome at the Re-
demptorist Villa Caserta on Via Merulana, which is near the Basilica de Santa Maria Maggiore, the largest Catholic Mar-
ian church in Rome. He was awaiting a response on the “Jerusalem plans,” that is, his proposal to set up a Cenacle in 
Jerusalem. 
 
The retreat lasted nine weeks. Every day Father Eymard wrote down his thoughts based on the meditations he organized 
for his prayer and reflections. These retreat notes are in print. 
 
Though the Jerusalem proposal was eventually rejected, something more powerful happened for Father Eymard. He dis-
covered that the inner Cenacle was more important than any exterior project or ministry. The grace he experienced was 
an insight that he would never stop talking about until the end of his life: the gift of self. 


