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Celebra ng Our Eucharis c Partnership in the Eymardian Family 

 
 
 
 
 

“We are called 
to live 

an authentically 
Eucharistic 

Christian spirituality, 
and we are moved 

by the spirit of love 
that led Christ 
to give his life 
for the world 

and to perpetuate 
this gift 

in the Eucharist. 
 

“We associate 
ourselves to this gift 

that he makes 
of himself, 

and we put ourselves 
at the service of 

the kingdom. . . .” 
 

Rule of Life for Associates, 4 
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Called to renew our gift of self in union with Christ 

 

Around the Province 
 

INITIAL FORMATION PROGRAMS (IFP) FOR PROSPECTIVE 
ASSOCIATES OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 
The Associates of the Blessed Sacrament at Saint Joseph Church in San Antonio, 
Texas, are leading an IFP for Prince of Peace Church, a diocesan parish north of the city. 
There are 160 parishioners from Prince of Peace participating. 
 
I had the wonderful opportunity to lead Session IV on the “History of the Aggregation” 
this past January 7. The associates there provide a meal for the group, live music by two 
of the associates with musical talents, and an engaging program led by a team of associ-
ates who were received in June 2017. Associates from both the original group and a sec-
ond group of associates who made their Promise Commitment this past August at Saint 
Joseph Church serve as table discussion facilitators. Fathers Mario Marzocchi, SSS, and 
Joseph Tran, SSS, regularly attend these sessions. It is quite an experience to see how it 
all transpires given the size of this group.  
 
Father John Kamas, SSS, with the support of current associates at Saint Jean Bap-
tiste Church, New York City, has been guiding a new group of eight since the fall of last 
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 year. Religious in the community typically attend this monthly IFP, including Fathers Bernard Camiré, SSS, and Ernest 
Falardeau, SSS, and Brother Michael Perez, SSS.  
 
A small group of associates at Saint Stephen Church in Winter Springs, Florida, along with Father George Dunne, 
SSS, are leading a new IFP for a group of prospective associates from Saint Stephen’s. Associates Diana McGinty,   
Seynep Portal, Kathy Ford, and Joe Pankowiecki regularly assist Father George. Twenty people began the program this 
past September. I had the privilege of leading Session IV on the “History of the Aggregation” this past February 6. The 
group, many of whom are members of Life in the Eucharist teams, are so enthusiastic about being associated with the 
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament and learning more about Saint Peter Julian Eymard.  
 
A team comprised of associates at Saint Philip Church in Norwalk, Connecticut, under the leadership of Dan 
Krenicki. meet monthly with a small group of three people who are interested in becoming Associates of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  
 
A team comprised of Mary Muehle, Dan Lewis, and Father Anthony Schueller, SSS, began a new IFP for eleven 
prospective associates from Saint Paschal Baylon Church, Highland Heights, Ohio, and neighboring Saint Clare Church 
this past month. They each take turns presenting and leading the sessions. Mary and Dan are members of the Associates 
Board at Saint Paschal Baylon.  
 
A team comprised of Father Bill Fickel, SSS, Gloria Jung, and Laura Worhacz, members of the Associates Board 
at Saint Vincent de Paul Church in Holiday, Florida, are leading a IFP at Saint Paul Church, a diocesan parish in 
Tampa. Seven parishioners have stepped forward to participate in the program. The pastor, Father Bill Swengros, discov-
ered Saint Peter Julian Eymard and wanted a program for people who might be interested in being more associated with 
the Congregation founded by the “Apostle of the Eucharist.”  
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

AN OBSERVATION 
 
Approximately 210 women and men across the country are currently in the process of discerning whether or not to asso-
ciate with the Congregation founded by Saint Peter Julian Eymard. They are learning about the charism of the Congrega-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament; they are being introduced to a Eucharistic spirituality inspired by the Apostle of the Eu-
charist and developed through the prism of the Second Vatican Council. 
 
One of the questions they certainly have is, What does it mean to be an Associate of the Blessed Sacrament? The answer 
to this question is a personal one for each of the 280-plus associates who have made their Promise Commitment since 
2011. The main source for reflecting on this question lies clearly in the Rule of the Life for Associates, which is based on 
the Congregation’s Rule of Life definitively approved in 1984. 
 
Next week begins Lent. The historical note on the following page might provide all of us ― associates, religious, Life in 
the Eucharist team members ― a nice focus for reflection during these six weeks leading up to Easter. 
 

Jim Brown 
Director 

Center for Eucharistic Evangelization 
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In March 1865, Father Eymard was on what is referred to in the Congregation as the “Great Retreat of Rome.” Accord-
ing to Eymard historian Father André  Guitton, SSS, this retreat constituted “a unique and important period in the life of 
Father Eymard.” He was there, awaiting word on a proposal to set up a Eucharistic shrine in the Cenacle in Jerusalem. 
However, he took the opportunity during this time away to discern where God was leading him. 
 
On March 4, he wrote to a dear friend, Camille d’Andigne. She lived in Paris, was involved with Father Eymard in the 
Work of First Communion of Adults, and received spiritual direction from him. There are 50 letters he wrote to her 
which are on record. In this particular letter, he wrote about a fruit of his Rome retreat: a deeper discovery of the love of 
God. 
 
This is what he wrote in part: 
 
 Allow me to share with you a great treasure I have discovered: I hope you will reap good fruit from it. 
 
 God loves us personally with a great benevolent love, with an infinite and eternal love. This benevolent 
 love consists in willing purely and exclusively what is good and what is best for the person who is so loved. 
 
In Counsels for Spiritual Life, page 121, the authors state that this letter “is not only one of the longest in his collection, 
but one of the most important in Father’s correspondence. He deals with ‘a great richness which I have found,’ the fruit 
of his meditation” during this retreat. 
 
Days later, on March 21, during his thanksgiving after Mass, Father Eymard surrendered himself totally to Christ by the 
gift of his personality ― or what the Congregation refers to as the keystone to Saint Peter Julian’s spirituality, his idea of 
“the gift of self.” 
 
The authors of CFSL note that in a letter written to Mrs. Mathilde Giraud-Jordan a month later Father Eymard develops 
the riches of this revelation he had on this March day 1865. 
 
Note: These two very important letters can be found on pages 121-130 in Counsels for Spiritual Life. 
 

Jim Brown 
 

 
A RESOURCE FOR LENT . . . AND BEYOND! 

 
The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament publishes Emmanuel Magazine, one of the oldest Catholic periodicals in the 
United States, now in its 125th year of publication!  
 
Six times a year, readers get a wide array of articles on the Eucharist and ministry, resources for prayer, reflections on 
the Sunday Scripture readings, and reviews of books, films, and art to help “see all of reality in the light of the Eucha-
rist.” 
 
For a limited time, a print subscription to Emmanuel for Connections readers is just $25.00, ten dollars off the usual rate. 
A digital subscription is only $15.00, a saving of five dollars. Email Betty Zaller at emmanuel@blessedsacrament.com 
or call (440) 449.2103. Or write: Emmanuel Magazine/Connections, 5384 Wilson Mills Road, Cleveland, OH 44143. 


