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DAY 1 – July 31, 2020 

Novena with Saint Peter Julian Eymard, SSS 
for Prayer in the Presence of the Blessed Sacrament 

By John Thomas Lane, SSS 
 
Opening Hymn & Exposition: Gift of Finest Wheat, Gather 940:  Verses 1 & 2 
      

During the hymn, the presider will lead the luna  
with the Blessed Sacrament from the tabernacle to the altar. 

All lector parts read from the Ambo. 
 
Opening Prayer: Leader: Fr John Keenan SSS 
 

 Lord our God, 
  you have given us the true bread from heaven 
  & the cup of eternal blessing. 
 In the strength of this food 
  may we always walk with you  
  & live always by your life 
  and rise in glory on the last day. 
 Through Christ our Lord. 
 
 Please be seated. 
 

Add incense: Jimmy 
 
 
1st LECTOR:   The First station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:  
   The Gift of Self 
 
1st LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
FIRST LECTOR:  
Jesus gave his life to us from the Cross.  After celebrating the Passover and giving 
himself to his apostles at the Last Supper, through bread and wine, he processed 
with his cross, bearing our sins to the ultimate sacrifice of his life on the cross.  His 
Body and Blood feed us from the Cross, the altar of Calvary.  His mother stood at 
his side, offering a perfect sacrifice to the Lord God.  [slight pause] 
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The beloved disciple, you and I, stand there too, feeding off of the love of the 
Lord.  We, too, as Peter Julian Eymard said, are to give of ourselves for one 
another, nourishing others through the Body of Christ. 
 

1 minute of silence 
 
Leader: Please repeat after me on your guide sheets: 
  I love you Lord, my strength! (Psalm 18: 2) 
 
All:  I love you Lord, my strength! 
 
Song:  Gift of Finest Wheat, verse 3, refrain 
 
 
 
2ND LECTOR: The Second Station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:   
   Called to be a Priest 
 
2ND LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
2nd LECTOR:  
By our baptism, we are anointed “priest, prophet and king.”  We are called to serve 
the Lord, to listen to his call, and be the disciple who shares our gifts and talents 
with the community.  God has uniquely blessed each one of us.  Peter Julian knew 
that God called him to a special ministry – to be an ordained priest for the church.  
He would go to church and listen to God speak to him in a special way.  We are in 
special communion with our God through our vocation.  We are continuously 
asked to listen to where God is leading us!  To open our hearts to where God 
desires us to share our gifts for the life of the world.  [pause slightly] 
 
In communion with Christ, Mary, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, and the 
saints, may we build on the foundation of the apostles and others, to serve God 
faithfully in our call as priestly people.  May we make a perfect sacrifice to God 
with our many gifts.   
 
We pray for others to be strengthened in their call to be single or married, serving 
the church in this vocation.  We pray, too, for others to hear the call to serve the 
church as a lay ecclesial minister, sister, nun, brother, monk, deacon, diocesan 
priest or religious priest, especially following in the footsteps of Saint Peter Julian 
Eymard. 
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    2 minutes of silent meditation 
 
Leader: My vows I will pay before those who fear God.   
  The poor shall eat and be satisfied;  
  those who seek him shall praise the LORD.   
  May your hearts live forever!  (Psalm. 22:25-26) 
 
All:  My vows I will pay before those who fear God.  The poor shall eat and be  
  satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD.  May your hearts live  
  forever!  
 
Song:  Life-Giving Bread, Gather 926: Verse 1 & 2   

 
 

 
3RD LECTOR: The Third Station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:  

 Tomorrow Will Be Too Late 
 
3RD LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
3RD LECTOR:  
We are all on a journey through life.  Saint Peter Julian was constantly on the go.  
He would take time, during his travels, to visit his family.  His sisters would 
always implore him to stay longer.  He would say that God was calling him now to 
serve our Eucharistic Lord.  [pause] 
 
As Christ would share his life for all, we are called to share and promote the Good 
News of Christ and Eucharistic sharing.  Through this novena we pray for our 
families.  [pause]   
 
We pray for the rough journeys and those many rocky roads in our lives.  [pause] 
 
We pray that we may not be anxious, but always look ahead to tomorrow and the 
days ahead.  [pause] 
 
We pray that the Eucharist will take away our fears and our worries and help us to 
move forward in God’s direction. 
 

2 minutes of silent meditation 
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Leader: But you, O LORD, do not be far away!  
  O my help, come quickly to my aid!  (Psalm 22:19) 
 
All:  But you, O LORD, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
 
Song:  Life-Giving Bread, Gather 926: Verse 3 & 4 
 
 
 
4th LECTOR:  The Fourth Station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:   

 Called to Found an Order Dedicated to the Eucharist 
 
4th LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
4th LECTOR: 
While leading a procession with the Blessed Sacrament, in Lyons, [LEE-yon] 
France, Saint Peter Julian was inspired to establish a religious order completely 
dedicated to promoting the Eucharist.  Mary and Joseph devoted their lives to the 
care of their child Jesus.  He grew in wisdom and knowledge and dedicated himself 
to doing his Father’s will.  [slight pause] 
 
We too are called to grow and dedicate ourselves to Christ.  We walk in faith, 
knowing that the road may not always be easy.  Like Jesus, we can be lost in the 
shuffle, however it is helpful for us to know that we are found in the Lord, found in 
Christ’s Risen Presence.   
[slight pause] 
 
The Eucharist, showing us Christ, always gives us focus and clarity in our mission 
to care for ourselves and for others.  May we remind ourselves that our direction, 
our life, always points to Christ and that as we grow in wisdom and knowledge, we 
do not keep it for ourselves, but for sharing those gifts with the church and the 
world.  May we dedicate ourselves to living the Eucharist and its values in all we 
do. 
 

Pause for 1 minute of silent meditation 
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Leader: Trust in the LORD, and do good;  
  so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.  
  Take delight in the LORD,  
  and the LORD will give you the desires of your heart.   
  (Psalm 37:3-4) 
 
All:  Trust in the LORD, and do good;  
  so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.  
  Take delight in the LORD,  
  and the LORD will give you the desires of your heart. 
 
Song:  Without Seeing You, Gather 922 (verses 1 & 2) 
 
 
5th LECTOR:  The Fifth Station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:   

 First Communion in Paris 
 
5th LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
5th LECTOR:  
Saint Peter Julian had the inspiration to share the Body and Blood of Christ with 
those in need in the streets of Paris, especially the young.  With the sister Servants 
of the Blessed Sacrament, they would catechize and share the riches of the 
sacrament with those who did not have a home or family to care for them.   
[pause slightly] 
 
We remember those today who still lack affordable housing, meaningful 
employment, concern for finding their daily bread, a place to lay their head.  Christ 
foretold that discipleship would be challenging and that we are to care for those in 
need.  There would be much rejection and lack of respect.  [pause slightly] 
 
As we remember our reception of Holy Communion, may it never be disjointed 
from the communion we share with the suffering and the poor.   
 
May we be mindful of those in need in our neighborhoods, across town, and across 
the globe.  As humanity hunger, so does Christ hunger.  May we catechize and care 
for the least of our brothers and sisters and so care for Christ. 
 

Pause for 3 minutes Silent meditation 
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Leader: Commit your way to the LORD;  
  trust and the LORD will act.  (Psalm 37:5) 
 
All:  Commit your way to the LORD;  
  trust and the LORD will act.  
 
Song:  Without Seeing You, Gather 922 (verses 3 & 4) 
 
 
6th LECTOR:  The Sixth Station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:   

 Priests for Others 
 
6th LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
6th LECTOR: 
Saint Peter Julian and Saint John Vianney [VEE – on – ee] were unique presbyters 
[PREZ – bi – ters], caring for the needs of their parishioners.  They shared their 
special gifts, especially listening to others, and giving spiritual advice and concern.  
Many would seek them out to hear their wisdom and know of God’s love, 
especially in the sacrament of reconciliation.  [slight pause] 
 
We, too, are called to always show the face of Christ to others and to witness our 
faith.  We are called to heal, forgive and bring reconciliation to others.  Christ 
manifested true reconciliation through the Eucharist and asked that the Father 
forgive his children for not knowing what we do, say or how we act.  [pause] 
 
As we pray with the Eucharist, may we be mindful of those areas in our lives that 
need reconciliation.  May we reconcile with our family, friends and co-workers, 
and pray for this same spirit of reconciliation among our world leaders and bring 
about an embrace of God’s forgiveness.  [pause] 
 
We, through the Eucharist, are bearers of God’s peace and reconciliation. 
 

2 minutes of Silent meditation 
 
 

Leader: With the LORD there is mercy,  
  and the fullness of redemption.  (Psalm 130:7) 
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All:  With the LORD there is mercy, and the fullness of redemption. 
 
Song:  In the LORD I’ll Be Ever Thankful 
 
 
 
7TH LECTOR: The Seventh Station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:   

 The Apostle of the Eucharist 
 
7th LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
 
7TH LECTOR:  
During the Second Vatican Council, Saint Pope John the 23rd promoted the 
“source and summit” of our life, the Eucharist.  Through study, writings and the 
renewal of the liturgy and our understanding of the Mass, we realize that we are 
called to live what we celebrate in the Eucharist.  [slight pause] 
 
Our life is to be thanksgiving! Our life, as a gift, is blessed, broken and shared for 
the hungers of humanity.  Like the bread and wine, we are transformed and 
renewed as the Body of Christ, to go forth into the world to share the Good News 
of the reign of God.  Saint Peter Julian was named, “the apostle of the Eucharist” at 
his canonization.  [pause] 
 
We, too, are called, through the power of the Eucharist to evangelize, sharing the 
meal and sacrifice that renews our covenant with the Lord.  We “do this” in 
memory of the Risen Lord.  We live the life of Christ, through the vision that is 
Eucharist – called to share the riches of this sacrament and to feed those in need. 
Let us make our entire lives a perfect adoration of the one who has blessed us.  
 

1 minute of silent meditation 
 
Leader: I will bless the LORD at all times;  
  praise continually in my mouth.  
  My soul boasts in the LORD;  
  the humble hear and be glad.  
  O magnify the LORD with me,  
  and let us exalt his name together. (Psalm 34:  1-3) 
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All:  I will bless the LORD at all times; praise continually in my mouth.  
  My soul boasts in the LORD; the humble hear and be glad.  
  O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.  
 
Song:  In the LORD I’ll be Ever Thankful, Gather 639 
 
 
 
8th LECTOR:  The Eighth Station of Saint Peter Julian Eymard:   

 For Thy Eucharistic Kingdom Come 
 
8th LECTOR: We adore you O Christ, and we bless you! 
All:   Because by the Holy Eucharist, you feed the world. 
 
 
8th LECTOR: 
The Eucharist is a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  One day we will join with the 
Risen Lord and be reunited with all the saints in glory.  Now we are united with 
them through this sacred communion.  Like those who have gone before us in 
faith, we are called to witness the reign of God and bring forth the kingdom – a 
kingdom of love, peace, justice, hope and promise.   
 
Like other Eucharistic Saints, especially Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  
[kah – TARE –ee  teck – ka – QUITH – ah]  
Dorothy Day, Saint Katherine Drexel, Saint Juan Diego, Saint Oscar Romero,  
we are Eucharistic saints who lead others to the Eucharistic Christ.  [pause] 
 
We share our special charism, our gifts, and offer them to the Lord.  [pause] 
 
God blesses and transforms our gifts for others.  We share this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving to bring forth God’s Eucharistic reign.   
 

1 minute of silent meditation 
 
Leader: One thing I ask of the LORD, this I seek:  
  to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  
  to behold the beauty of the LORD,  
  and to inquire in his temple. (Psalm 27:4) 
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All:  One thing I ask of the LORD, this I seek:  
  to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  
  to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.  
 
 
HOMILY: Fr John Keenan SSS 
 
Period of Intercessions: 
 
Leader: We pray  

with one mind and heart  
for what we need to live as God’s people. 

 
Lector:  
 

1. For Pope Francis, our bishops, our new bishop-designate 
Edward, all who lead us in the church, especially our own 
Pastoral Staff and pastor, and others whose ministry we depend 
on for the Eucharist – that their faith may be strengthened and 
that they may be faithful witnesses to your living presence 
among us.  We pray to the LORD. 

 
2. For all who are baptized, may we become one body through our 

sharing in the Eucharist and living it in our lives.   
We pray to the LORD. 

 
3. For all who are confirmed, that the Spirit of Jesus may continue 

to give us the various gifts we need for the various kinds of 
service to which we are called in the community of the Church.  
We pray to the LORD. 

 
4. For married people, that their faithful love for one another may 

be a visible sign of the love of God and an inspiration to their 
children and their neighbors.  We pray to the LORD. 
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5. For all who have made a commitment to religious or 
consecrated life or the single life, that they may be credible and 
inspiriting witnesses to communion in Christ.   
We Pray to the LORD. 

 
6. For all who are sick, [pause slightly] those needing special 

prayers, those who are our emergency and essential responders 
during this COVID crisis, [pause]  
for those seeking meaningful employment, that with this healing 
and help, they may be lifted up in Christ.   
We pray to the LORD. 

 
7. For all who have died, that, in communion with all the saints, 

they may take their places at the table in the kingdom of heaven.  
We pray to the LORD. 

 
Leader:   
 

Lord God 
hear these prayer we make, inspired by your Holy Spirit  
and grant what we need. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Chant 
 

The presider will go to the altar, add incense,  
and then use the incense to bless the Blessed Sacrament.   

Then, bow to the monstrance and return the luna to the tabernacle while the following song 
below is sung: 

 
 
Benediction & Reposition:   Jesus Christ Yesterday, Today, Forever, Gather 847 
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Closing Prayer: 
 
Leader:  
 

Gracious God of our ancestors, 
  you led Saint Peter Julian Eymard,  

like Jacob in times past, 
  on a journey of faith. 
   

Under the guidance of your gentle Spirit 
  let us, like Peter Julian,  

continue to discover the gift of love 
  in the Eucharist which your Son offered  

for the hungers of humanity. 
 

 Grant that we may celebrate this mystery worthily, 
  adore it profoundly, 
  proclaim it prophetically 
  share it generously 
  until you return in glory. 
 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
 
Closing Song:  For the Life of the World, Gather 901 

 


